CarogaArts

COLLECTIVE

Caroga Arts Collective Annual Gala
Saturday, July 18, 2026 - Sherman’s Park




N
AN oo

OF TMC 1560S...

The sounds of a generation come
alive as Caroga Arts welcomes you
‘ to A Night with the Beatles!

Beyond the music, tonight celebrates
the power of gathering — of shared
experiences and artistic expression.

'. The Caroga Arts Collective Gala is a
cornerstone event supporting the
continued growth of exceptional arts
programming, performances, and
educational opportunities throughout
the Adirondacks and beyond.

So put on your flower power, settle in, and prepare
for a night filled with nostalgia, celebration, and the
songs that remind us:
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Welcome to the Caroga Arts Annual Gala.

Itis a joy to welcome you to an evening that celebrates not
only the extraordinary music and artistry of Caroga Arts, but
the incredible community that has made it all possible.

Tonight, we gather among friends — those who have supported
this organization for years and those who are just beginning
their journey with us. However you found your way here, thank
you for being part of this special evening.

Your presence is more than a seat at a table. It is an investment
in young artists, music education, historic preservation, and the
belief that the arts have the power to strengthen communities
and bring people together.

As you enjoy tonight’s performances and celebration, we
hope you’ll also return throughout the festival season. The
music continues all summer long, and every concert is
another opportunity to experience the remarkable talent
and welcoming spirit that defines Caroga Arts.

This organization exists because of an extraordinary
community of volunteers, Board members, staff, musicians,
sponsors, donors, and friends who generously give their
time and resources. We are deeply grateful to each of
them — and especially to you — for believing in this mission.

Thank you for celebrating with us tonight and for helping
ensure that the music continues for generations to come.

Enjoy the evening, and here’s to an unforgettable season ahead.

With gratitude,

Genia Meinhold & Wally Hart \ ‘ ’

Gala Co-Chairs ‘ ~ -
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5:00 PM
COCKTAIL HOUR
Arrival, Silent Auction Opens,
Wine & Whiskey Pulls
Photo Booth

6:00 PM
WELCOME REMARKS

Genia Meinhold & Wally Hart,
Gala Co-Chairs

6:10 PM
SPACE YOUNG ARTIST PERFORMANCE

D Julian Bentley, guitar « Asa Gage, guitar - Tate Wojeski, guitar
’ \ Lilith Tylee, cello « Laiken Davis, violin « Evelyn Gage, violin
Wrenley Smith, violin

With KASA Quartet and
Clark Saunders, guitar « Tara Hanish, cello « Deborah Price, viola

6:35
PADDLE RAISE
To support our Education Program

6:45
AWARD PRESENTATION
Presentation of 2026 Ruth & George
Abdella Award to Rick Ruby, Sr.

7:00 - 8:15 PM 8:15 PM
DINNER AUCTIONS CLOSE

8:15 - 9:45 PM
STRAWBERRY FIELDS PERFORMANCE

10:00 PM
EVENT CONCLUSION
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The Ruth and George Abdella Award is given to
a patron who embodies the spirit of stewardship
and love of the arts while benefiting the Caroga
Arts Collective. The recipient of this award has
made significant contributions to the Caroga
Arts Collective through gifts of time, talent, and
treasure.

This year’s recipient is Rick Ruby, Sr., whose
ten years of dedicated service as Chairman of
the Caroga Arts Board of Directors has helped
guide the organization through a decade of
extraordinary growth and

transformation. With unwavering leadership and thoughtful stewardship, Rick
has been a champion of the organization during its most pivotal moments.

Through his tenure, Rick has provided the steady guidance needed to
support the expansion of the Caroga Lake Music Festival, the growth of
educational programming, the preservation and revitalization of Sherman’s
Park, and the continued strengthening of the organization’s financial and
strategic foundation. His leadership has been marked not by seeking
recognition, but by a genuine commitment to ensuring that Caroga Arts
continues to thrive for future generations.

Rick’s confidence in the vision of Caroga Arts - and his willingness to help
turn that vision into reality - has inspired fellow board members, donors,
volunteers, and community partners alike.

As Caroga Arts celebrates its fifteenth festival season and looks towards an
exciting future, we are honored to recognize Rick Ruby with the

Ruth and George Abdella Award for his exceptional

leadership and faithful dedication to the arts.
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Fifteen seasons.

It is a number that is both difficult to believe
and deeply humbling.

When Caroga Arts began, it was rooted in
a simple idea: that world-class artists could
find a home in the Adirondacks, that music
could bring people together in meaningful
ways, and that a small community could
dream big. What has grown from that vision
is exceeding anything | could have
imagined.

Today, Caroga Arts is more than a music
festival. It is a year-round community of

artists, students, volunteers, and neighbors who believe that music
has the power to connect and transform lives.

As we celebrate this milestone, we also celebrate the remarkable
history of Sherman’s Park. This place has brought joy to generations
of families, and it is an incredible privilege to help preserve it’s
legacy while imagining what comes next. The work happening here
- the restoration and creation of new spaces - is about honoring the
past while building something that will serve future generations.

That future is only possible because of you. Thank you for believing
in this mission and believing in what’s possible.

Our journey is far from over, and in many ways, it feels like we’re
just getting started. | invite you to return throughout the festival

season, experience all that this summer has to offer, and continue
walking alongside us as we write this next chapter together.

Thank you for being part of the Caroga Arts family.
With sincere gratitude, . ’
<D

Kyle Barrett Price
Founder, Artistic & Executive Director .
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BO3RD OF DIRSETORS

Rick Ruby, Sr., Chair
Christopher J. Simon, Vice Chair
Marty Newell, Treasurer
Barbara Lee, Secretary

William Crankshaw
Don Cropsey
Marc Gross
Kim Hart
Jeannie Im
Erik Kulleseid
Cassandra Lyons
Dan Maclvor
Genia Meinhold
Mary Peck
Lyndsey Read
Mary Grace Rohrs
Steve Smith
Bruce Veghte
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Bill Ackerbauer
Nick Capece
Lorraine Carlson
John DonVito
Bill Fielding
Sam Fielding
Michaela Halpern
Kate Healey
Kathy Manning
Kathy Merrell
Lois Miller
Chuck Murphy
Chris Pesses
Clark Saunders
John Shea
Linda F. Smith
Faith Takes

INTCRNATIONAL ARTISTIC IDVISORY COUNCEL

Matthew Aucoin « Composer, 2018 MacArthur Fellow

Eddie Barbash « Saxophonist - Oscar & Grammy-winning Soul soundtrack
Mike Block - Cellist, Grammy-winning innovator

Jeff Haydon « President & CEO, Ravinia Festival

Ayane Kozasa - Violist, Kronos Quartet

Kevin Kwan Loucks « CEO, Chamber Music America

Tommy Mesa - Cellist, 2023 Sphinx Medal of Excellence recipient

Cole Randolph « Cellist, Detroit Symphony Orchestra

Jim Rosenthal « Chair Emeritus, Apollo’s Fire

Cara Samantha - Vocalist, Grammy-winning artist, voiceover professional
Renee Schine Crown - Board Member, Lyric Opera of Chicago

Uri Vardi - Professor Emeritus of Cello, University of Wisconsin-Madison
Cory Wong . Guitarist, Grammy-nominated, Fender-sponsored artist
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Big Board Auction

ITEM 101: In-Home Dinner for 8 « Always an auction favorite! Join
hosts extraordinaire Wally Hart and Bill Crankshaw in their elegant and
historic Johnstown home for a gourmet multi-course meal including
appetizers, entree, cocktails, wine and dessert for 8 guests. Date to
be mutually agreed upon.

ITEM 102: Private Concert « Gather a group of friends for a private
concert featuring Eddie Barbash and the KASA Quartet at a location
of your choosing. 2027 date to be mutually agreed upon.

ITEM 103: Classic Kayak « From the estate of the late Carl Jenner, this
beautiful classic kayak was handmade by carl and donated by his wife.
This kayak is lake ready and will take you on many new adventures!

Special Raffle: Tickets to the Game

Calling all Knicks fans! Here’s your chance to experience the excitement of
New Yorks biggest stage!

One lucky winner will receive two premium 100-level tickets to a 2026-2027
New York Knicks regular season home game* at Madison Square Garden,
located in section 101, Row 10, Seats 1 & 2 - just steps from the visitor’'s bench.
To make the night even better, you'll also receive a $300 gift card to help
cover travel expenses.

*Excludes Spurs, Lakers, and Thunder games

ONLY 100 tickets will be sold at $50 each!

NEL YORW
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THANK YOU to our
Auction Donors

Alexandra Higgins
Alex Moffat
Anne Contino
Anthony Leberto
Barbara Pedley
Bob Pickels
Brendon Dillon
Captain Hookz
Cat Graves
Colleen Mosenthin
Deb McGillycuddy
Don Cropsey
Gene Centi
Genia & Jim Meinhold
Jeannie Im
Jim Contino
Leslie Fodd
Lindsey Read
Luann & Clark Saunders
Maria Lange
Mark Wood
Mountain Hut
Nancy & Doug Purcell
New York Racing Association
Paul Valovic
Phil Teumum
Pleasant Lake Inn
Rick Ruby - Ruby & Quiri
Robbyn Footluck

Romano’s - Sam’s Seafood & Steakhouse
Sarah Lewin
Saratoga Food Tours
Saratoga Performing Arts Center ' ‘

Saratoga Springs History Museum
Sherri Wade
Stacy’s Scratch Kitchen
Steve & Lynn Smith
Sue Caldwell
Sue Delairie Adair ‘
The Canada Lake Store
The Glove Theatre
The National Museum of Racing
Union Square Hospitality Group
Vrooman’s
Wally Hart & Bill Crankshaw
Adirondack Stained Glass ‘

|
|
s P




can'Y 2UY Mme 1eve

SILENT AUCTION - ART

ITEMS 201-206: Black & White Ferris Wheel Photographs - Stunning
framed or aluminum mounted photos of the historic Sherman’s Ferris
wheel by Don Cropsey. Various sizes.

ITEM 207: Moose Barn Quilt Square « Iconic 3'x3’ barn quilt square
painted by Sherri Wade featuring an Adirondack moose.

ITEMS 208-212: Sherman’s Photographs « Stunning framed photos of
the historic Sherman’s Park by Gene Centi. Various sizes.

ITEM 213: “Sherman’s at Christmas” « Framed 25”x19” photo by Paul
Valovic of the historic Sherman’s Carousel at Christmastime.

ITEM 214: Woodpecker Drawing - Framed mixed media woodpecker
drawing by award winning artist Sue Delairie Adair.

ITEM 215: “Summer Glories” Painting « Beautiful painting by Alexandra
Higgins. 18” x 24” oil on canvas.

ITEM 216: “Nick Stoner Island” Painting « Beautiful painting by Anne
Contino. 18” x 24” acrylic on canvas.

ITEM 217: “The Sound of Time” « Upcycled 13"x36’ Parlor Guitar with
Quartz Clock Movement.

ITEM 218: Butterfly Porcelain Tray « Premium bone porcelain tray hand
painted by artist Cat Graves.

SILENT AUCTION - JEWELRY

ITEM 301: Vintage Cocktail Ring -
Sterling silver, hammered centered ring.

U NN
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SILENT AUCTION - CRAFTS

ITEM 401: Walnut & Cherry Candle Holders « Beautifully
hand-crafted matching candle holders created by Don Cropsey.

ITEM 402: Burl Wood Bowl « Beautiful maple burl bowl made by
Canada Lake artisan Dr. Bob Pickels. This is the last in the series of
burl wood bowls by this artisan.

ITEM 403: Handmade Wooden Lamp « Created by Northville artisan
Mark Wood, known for his unique Adirondack lamps.

ITEM 404: Stained Glass Window Scene « Diamond-shaped
Adirondack Stained Glass “Summer” scene to fit in any window.

ITEM 405: Handmade Quilt - Beautiful Queen-size (96”x96”) cotton
quilt made by the “Sew Busy Quilt Guild” of Gloversville, NY.

ITEM 406: Adirondack Bench - Soft seating with pinecone covered
padded chenille top on a hickory leg bench. Measures 35" L x 15”7 W x
18” H.

ITEM 407: Handmade Wine Basket - Handmade wine basket by
Caroga Lake basket guru Colleen Mosenthin.

SILENT AUCTION - TICKETS

ITEM 501: Philadelphia Orchestra @ SPAC - 4 tickets to a SPAC season
concert. Date to be mutually determined.

ITEM 502: Philadelphia Orchestra @ Carnegie Hall - 2 tickets to the
Philadelphia Orchestra at Carnegie Hall. Date to be mutually deter-
mined.

ITEM 503: Concerts @ The Glove Theatre » 2 tickets to Sticky Sweet:
Tribute to Def Leppard on 9/18 and World’s Largest 80’s Party on 9/26.
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SILENT AUCTION - SUMMER OF LOVE

ITEM 601: The Penny Lane « Enjoy two nights (1 King room) in Hamp-
ton Bays at the beautifully restored Penny Lane! Dates to be mutually
agreed upon.

ITEM 602: Beatlemania Package « A unique collection: “The Beatles
Anthology by the Beatles” coffee table book, a Beatles Yellow Subma-
rine wind spinner; a VW bug night light; and a VW van planter.

ITEM 603: Summer of Love Package - Woodstock Vision Book plus
Vintage copy of Life Magazine - “The 20th Ann. Woodstock” edition.

ITEM 604: George Harrison Poster « Framed 24” x 36" poster from
George Harrison’s 1970’s “All Things Must Pass” album.

SILENT AUCTION - COLLECTIBLES

ITEMS 701: Set of 4 Don Li-Leger Plates « Don Li-Leger is a renowned
artist whose body of work spans three decades and embodies his love
of nature.

ITEM 702: Set of 5 Jim Hansel Loon Plates « Jim Hansel is a renowned
American wildlife and Americana artist. Despite being legally blind, he is
one of the most collected artists in the US and Canada.

ITEM 703: Signed Photo of Alex Moffat « Autographed photo of Alex
from his latest performance at Caroga Arts “A Syncopated Life: A Tale
for Leroy”.

ITEM 704: Captain Hookz Pontoon
Boat Accessories « Cupholders and Hydro
Flasks packed into an indestructible Bitty

Bogg bag. O
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SILENT AUCTION - FOOD & DINING

ITEM 801: Dining Around Caroga - Hit up all of the local hot spots
including Vrooman’s, Mountain Hut Pizza Bar and Grill, Nick Stoner Inn,
the JF Farm Store & Cafe in Northville, Romano’s/Sam’s in Johnstown,
Stacy’s Scratch Kitchen in Broadalbin, and Pleasant Lake Inn.

ITEM 802: Pizza Oven by Solo Stove - Pi Prime with powerful demi-
dome heating technology, pizza peel, and dual fuel option.

ITEM 803: Musical Wine, Whiskey, and Rum - Specialty spirits and
wine from some of your favorite music legends: Zac Brown, Dave Mat-
thews, Kenny Chesney, and more!

ITEM 804: Wine Canvas Bag « Adirondack Canvas Bag with 2 bottles
of Josh wine, 2 Caroga Arts wine glasses, 4-piece Sherman’s coaster
set, and a

pinecone wine bottle cork.

SILENT AUCTION . EXPERIENCES

ITEM 901: Grab a New Sherman’s Amphitheater Tailgate Package -
A Woodlands Heavy 20 quart Duty Cooler, 2 Easy Comfort Lounge
Chairs, and a $250 LL Bean gift card for anything else you may
need for festival season!

in Saratoga Springs with these fantastic adventures including
the Saratoga Race Course, National Museum of Racing,
Saratoga Food Tour, and more!

ITEM 902: Saratoga Experience « Spend a day or two or three \ '
&

ITEM 903: Sharon Springs Experience - Take a drive

through beautiful Sharon Springs with stops at Brimstone

Bakery, Beekman Farm, Slate Hill Lavender Farm, ‘
McGillycuddy’s Naturals, and dinner at the 204 Main

Street Bar & Bistro.

ITEM 904: Adirondack Experience - Tickets for 4 to the

Adirondack Experience on Blue Mountain Lake. Explore the

121-acre campus to find indoor and outdoor interactive experience for
all ages. Valid for the 2026 Season only.
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SILENT AUCTION - EXPERIENCES CONTINUED

ITEM 906: New York City Weekend Trip 2 « Enjoy a weekend in a
fabulous Upper West side 2BR/2Bath apartment with unobstructed
views of the Hudson River. Includes 4 tickets to the Metropolitan
Museum of Art.

ITEM 907: Canada Lake Experience « Choose between a pontoon
boat or paddle boards rental with some lake themed merch from the
Canadalake Store!

IWENe & IWWHISNSY PUkkL

Pick your bottle and enjoy the excitement of the
unknown! Every selection offers a chance to take
home something special while raising a glass in
support of Caroga Arts.

$40 per Whiskey Pull
$20 per Wine Pull

-
@ a



THanNK you
TO OUR C3aka VOLUATEERS

Genia Meinhold & Wally Hart, Co-Chairs .
Jamie Barone Debbie Price
Lorraine Carlson Nancy Purcell
Tina Evans Doug Purcell
Doreen Ford Hope Rhinehardt
Kristin Franz Lorie Rosenberg
Kate Healey Lynn Rowlands
Kathryn Hoffman Concetta Sager
Anita Long Barb Shearer
Brian Luce Don Shearer
Kathy Manning Judy Simon
Kathy Merrell Sandy Steele
Louis Miller Joann Susser
Sue Mitchell Barbara Lee
Lorrie Mott Larry D’Alessandris
Ann Marie Nicholas Erin Beaudet
Edward Nicholas Lisa Reardon
Mary Peck Audrey Smith
Eileen Pelosi Jana Dykman
Chris Pesses Bryn Wojeski
Martha Price Jen Wojeski

YHaNK YOU YO OUR WiNeS & WHISKCY DONORS:

Nick Capece - Lorraine Carlson -« Bill Crankshaw « Don Cropsey
Kim Hart - Kate Healey « Jeannie Im « Eric Kulleseid « Cassandra Lyons
Kathy Manning « Dan Mcilvor « Genia Meinhold « Kathy Merrell
Lois Miller « Marty Newell « Mary Peck « Chris Pesses « Lindsey Read
Mary Grace Rohrs « Rick Ruby « Rick & Concetta Sager
Clark Saunders « Judy & Chris Simon « Steve Smith
Linda Smith - Faith Takes
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[The Artist Lodge at Myhil - pictured April 2026}

For generations, music has brought people together in Caroga Lake -
inspiring creativity and unforgettable memories. Today, Caroga Arts
Collective is building on that legacy with a bold vision for the future
through the Reimagining Campaign: a transformative effort to create a
lasting home for artists, audiences ,students, and our community.

This ambitious initiative will expand the Caroga Arts experience through
new performance spaces, enhanced educational opportunities, expanded
artist residency programs, and the creation of a vibrant, year-round
campus in the Adirondacks. From a new lake-view amphitheater to
dedicated space for artists to create and collaborate at the former Myhil
property, the campaign will ensure that music continues to thrive in Caroga

for generations to come.
&
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[Rendering of the Amphitheater at Sherman’s}

The future is of Caroga Arts is made possible by those who believe in the
power of the arts to transform communities. Together, we are preserving
a remarkable history while creating something entirely new - a place
where artists and audiences can come together, dream bigger, and
experience the magic of music in the Adirondacks.

For questions about supporting

our Reimagining Campaign,

email beth@innovativeresourcesgroup.com
or call (518) 225-4057

carogaarts.org/reimagining-campaign
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The mission of the String Project & Arts Collaborative Education
(SPACE) Program is to provide accessible and affordable music
education and collaborative mentorship opportunities to our local
students, schools, and community members throughout the Fulton,
Montgomery, Schoharie counties, and beyond. Launched in 2024,
the SPACE Program now provides year-round in-school music
instruction to 140 students in Edinburgh, Gloversville, Johnstown,
and Wheelerville School Districts.

+ GUITAR

Julian Bentley, age 8, rising 4" grader, Edinburg Common School
Asa Gage, age 7, rising 2" grader, Wheelerville Union Free School
Tate Wojeski, age 11, rising 7™ grader, Gloversville Middle School

« VIOLIN

Laiken Davis, age 7, rising 3" grader, Warren Street School

Evelyn Gage, age 8, rising 3" grader, Wheelerville Union Free School
Wrenley Smith, age 8, rising 3 grader, Warren Street School

« CELLO
Lilith Tylee, age 8, rising 3" grader, Park Terrace Elementary

This summer, SPACE
Strings Camp
(8/10-8/15) will offer
immersive learning
experiences for
young musicians led
by CLMF artists.

The SPACE program is made possible by the generosity of
supporters like you. Make a gift today to support its continued impact.



THS LONG & WiNnD:NG
ROGD Yo THC SYaGS

With tonight’s PADDLE RASE,

we invite you to invest in the next generation of musicians. Our goal
is to raise $25,000 in support of our Education Program.

For many students, SPACE is more than a music program. It’s a
place where talents are discovered and dreams begin to take
shape.

Every paddle raised tonight helps remove barriers, making music
education accessible to more children throughout our community.
Whether your gift provides an instrument or sponsors a full year of
tuition, you become part of a student’s story.

Together, we can ensure that every child has the opportunity to
discover the joy of making music.

/
Your Gift Makes an Impact '\

$2,500 - 1 year of tuition for 3 students
$1,500 . 1 semester of tuition for 3 students
$1,000 « 1 violin or 5 guitars

$800 -« 1 year of tuition for 1 student

$500 - 1 semester of tuition for 1 student ‘
$240 « 4 hours of lessons

$200 . Instrument maintenance and repairs

$100 - Supplies for 2 students
$50 . Supplies for 1 student

SUVeRY Nare RSGiNS IIiTH Someaone
IJHO BSLICUYESD N THSM.

carogaarts.org/space
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CeLeBRaATiNG OUR SPONSORS

Table Underwriters

Presenting Event Sponsor - Steve & Lynn Smith
Premier Table Sponsor « Judy & Chris Simon
Lead Table Sponsors - John & Sunday Blackmon, Brown’s Ford, Louis
Capece, Donald Cropsey, Jeannie Im & John Deragon, John Piccone,
Innovative Resources Group, Genia & James Meinhold, Jed Potocar,
John Schwartz, Walmart

Presenting Event Sponsor - Moses & Jane Alexander
Annual Honoree Award Sponsor « Mark Eisenhardt & Erik Kulleseid
CLMF Resident Artist Attendance - David & Christine Pesses
Student Performance Sponsor - Don Liebers & Ann Reilly
Cocktail Sponsor - Louis Miller & Peter Dixon, Patricia & H Scaramella,
and Lynn Smolik & Donald Henry
Flower & Decor Sponsor - Andy & Zelie Pforzheimer
Program Sponsor « Peter Raneri \
Invitation Sponsor « Richard & Lorraine Carlson \
Photo Booth Sponsor « Fulton County Regional SPCA

5 Ay

Dinner Sponsors « Ruby & Quiri « Miracle Ear « Abdella & Sise
Native Sons, Ltd. « Thaler Reilly Wilson « Union Hall Inn
The Wesson Group - Cook Wealth Management Group

Fenimore Asset Management - Pine Lake Lodge - Peak Partners Team
Kingsboro Lumber - 518 Renovations - Adk Realty
Canada Lake Store & Marine - Elevate Meaningful Development

Alpin Haus Ferguson & Foss « Gateway Realty Solutions

\’ Gloversville Sewing Center « Janney - L.L. Bean « Logged Inn

&

Simone Creative - St. Mary’s Healthcare
Walmart - West Caroga Lake Association

I“ carogaarts.org/business-sponsorship
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For more than 30 years, Strawberry Fields has captivated audiences with
faithful recreations of the music and energy of The Beatles. Featuring
musicians who performed in the acclaimed Broadway and national touring
productions of Beatlemania, the band brings remarkable authenticity to
every performance through period costumes, vintage instruments,
impeccable harmonies, and an extraordinary attention to detail.

From the infectious excitement of Beatlemania to the groundbreaking
sounds that defined a generation, tonight’s performance celebrates the
timeless music that continues to inspire audiences around the world.

As we celebrate fifteen seasons of the Caroga Lake Music Festival, we're
honored to share this special evening with a band whose performances
capture not only the sound of an era, but its enduring spirit of creativity and
connection.

@ enIoy THe SHOW.
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carogaarts.org/give
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CarogaArts

COLLECTIVE

info@carogaarts.org | 518.832.2041
PO Box 1048, Caroga Lake, NY 12032

Caroga Arts Collective, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.
Tax ID: 81-2778740
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